PC Hardware Configuration

Lab 9


Upgrade Your Computer Lab

This lab is the second part of the last lab. In this lab my in class students perform three different upgrades (usually a AGP Video card, A Zip Drive and A USB or SCSI bus) and prove they are working. For the distance learning students you have two options. 

1) You may perform three upgrades just like my in lab students. These can be parts you have currently that are not in your computer, upgrades you intended to make and are willing to buy new parts for or they can be older parts which you can get on eBay for a low price.  

2) You may choose to purchase and install a single non-trivial system for your computer. For example a card that allows you to take parts of a VHS tape and turn them into computer movies or a SCSI bus with SCSI components like a SCSI hard drive or scanner. 

Instruction Sequence:

1) Start your computer. Verify it is in a working state. (This will be the beginning step for every lab. Never trust what the user told you about the working state of the computer. Verify the state yourself before beginning any repair).

2) Take a screen shot of Device Manager before you begin to show me the beginning state of your computer.

3) Perform your installations (based on the option above).

4) After each installation take a screen shot of the overall Device Manager to show that all devices are working correctly.

5) Also take a screen shot of the properties box for the device you just installed (from Device Manager – click on the “+” to the left of the device installed, on the detailed item right click and select Properties). Give me a screen shot of each tab (General, Advanced, Driver, Resources).

6) Repeat for each upgrade as necessary

Distance Students – When you are done give me screen shots indicated above.

That’s it you are done with lab 9
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