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Letter From The Author

This book is a collection of ideas for changing the government of the United States. The idea behind writing it was to stimulate thought behind new ideas. I was born in the United States and have always lived there. I have only been to two foreign countries, Mexico and Canada. I have always believed that I was privileged to live here and that it was the best place on earth to live. Unfortunately, recent events are forcing a re-evaluation of that train of thought. Clearly if you are a member of the LGBT community, the United States is not the best place to live. This may also be true for some minorities and people who’s religious convictions are something other than Christian.

After thinking about this it was clear there are two courses of action, leave and go to a place where the quality of life is better or work to resolve the problems that have made the American way of life less favorable. This book was designed to address the latter.

While all the ideas in this book are not presented in a “You must do this” context, many of the ideas require other ideas in the book to be implemented in order to work. 

Preamble – What Progressive Views is all about

I have put this collection of thoughts together because I believe that regular Americans should lead the country. While professional politicians might be able to make a useful contribution in the administrative ranks of the government, the actual job of leadership, should be performed by people from different walks of life. It is my belief that leadership, which is not really “of the people” becomes disconnected from the concerns of the people and therefore cannot adequately represent them. 

One area of major concern is the number of lawyers currently in the Executive and Legislative branches of government. Lawyers are one group of people who are least likely to even know what it is like to be a regular American citizen. The path they follow to obtain a position as a lawyer almost guarantees that they will not experience what it is like to be an average American. I do not believe they should be banned from serving, I believe their numbers in Government leadership should be proportional to their numbers in society.

I also have a few strong opinions concerning capitalism and the extent of it’s use in America. While I concede that capitalism has been good for America in the past, I am concerned with the Republican view of “Capitalism can do not wrong”. It is easy to find examples of how capitalism left un checked can lead to bad results (Microsoft is a current example of this problem). I recognize that Capitalism is cleaver way to allow a nation of very different people to be treated as equal. Capitalism prevents revolution (see next paragraph), that is it’s primary advantage in society, beyond that it is just a way of providing people with jobs.

What is the key benefit of capitalism ? It is actually quite simple, Capitalism deters or prevents the social conditions that lead to civil war. To be more specific, in other forms of government the mechanism for who is in power tends to be static. In a Capitalistic system the power control mechanism is dynamic based on the people in the system at any one time.

Since people are not all the same, an in particular the leadership ability of people range from Alpha – Individualistic Leader, Beta – Team based Leader to all other classifications of people most of which have little if any leadership ability (but offer a significant positive contribution to society of treated with respect), a successful mechanism for control must be able to recognize this.

If you are to prevent Civil War in a country, people who are born leaders must have a method for becoming part of the ruling class. Capitalism facilitates this goal, if you can be more successful in your business than your opponent you get the profit and proceed higher up the power structure. If a born leader does not have access to the ruling class, they will create it. They will initiate the prelude to a civil war. During this civil unrest the ruling class must either recognize the leader and bring them into the ruling class or face the threat of civil war.

Most other forms of Government, for example Socialism or Communism are very bureaucratic in nature. This bureaucracy extends out of the formal government and into the civilian power structure. There is really no mechanism for allowing Alpha’s or Beta’s born to a lower class family to enter the ruling class. A natural leader will lead. It can be from the established ruling structure or as the head of a grass roots opposition. It is in the Capitalists best interest to embrace the developing leader. History has proven that charismatic leaders left out of the circle of power will eventually usurp the established leadership structure.

However the real genius of Capitalism is that it is the first really socially engineered form of society. It uses human nature to strengthen it’s integrity. Unfortunately, it uses the dark side of human nature to do this. Ultimately a society must address the gap between the haves and the have-nots. If a society is doomed to evolve to a point where the have-nots become aware of their position and revolt, the society will fail. Capitalism was the first system designed to fool the have-nots into believing they are fledgling haves, that have not reached maturity yet. As a result the have-nots (well many of them) work to support the system believing they would soon be a have.

This would all be ok if it was not for the human weakness that capitalism exploits. Capitalism exploits greed. As long as over 50% of our population is willing to step on someone to get ahead, capitalism will thrive here. The best way to illustrate this is by using a movie as an example. The movie Wall Street was about a character named Bud Fox. Bud was the typical fledgling Capitalist, just think of millions of Bud Foxs out there all trying to reach the top of the food chain, and you can see what makes capitalism work. But as soon as the percentage of people willing to stand on someone else to get ahead drops a fraction of a percent below 50%, the system will fail.

Capitalism is not without other drawbacks. Capitalism focuses on those who are successful in leadership and marketing and does nothing for those who are poor leaders but have the ability to be successful in other areas. It is key to realize under these terms that the majority of the society will fall into the marginally successful or non-successful categories (from the perspective of the capitalist, there are other criteria’s of success which the capitalist cannot see or understand). Hence pure Capitalism is not healthy for the society since it erodes the population away based on income. Do capitalist care that lower (and now middle) income people cannot afford health care ? Absolutely not, they are not “Successful” per capitalistic standards and as a result are being eliminated from society. 

Capitalism does not recognize non economic concerns. Do capitalist care if there is a hole in the Ozone layer at the polar regions of the planet ? No, if they could make a profit on it, they would bottle the Ozone and sell it, and hope the increased lack of Ozone would eliminate their competition. To a capitalist, the environment is nothing more than an available resource to be consumed. A capitalist would be perfectly ok living in the world described in Isaac Asimov’s Foundation Trilogy where every inch of the planet was covered with multi-level buildings. It is important to notice that a pure Capitalist exhibits many of the attributes of a virus.

This brings us to a discussion of political parties. The Republican party has an absolute belief in the capitalistic system of government. This “Step out of the way and let the capitalistic machine reformat the surface of the planet” mentality is neither healthy for the society or productive for the future of the planet.  

The quest for profit cannot be used to solve all of the nations problems. In some instances it is at odds with the problem that needs to be solved. A good example of this is medicine. Do you want the “Profit Potential” of your cure to be part of the evaluation process when you go to the hospital ? Right now it is, from drugs that are not necessary (but very profitable), to procedures that are not done to you because it would cost the health care organization too much, unchecked capitalism is killing Americans left and right. I believe that health care cannot be a business for this very reason.

Another key area of concern is the election process. I do not believe that it is healthy for a country to spend millions of dollars on the election for a government office. This is again an example of capitalism unchecked. It boils winning the election down to who can spend the most on marketing and constituent intelligence. I don’t mean constituent information here (what the constituents need), but constituent intelligence (how they will vote if provided with certain motivations). The “Tax Cut Paradox” is an example of this. Constituents have been programmed by the republicans to believe that less taxes equals more net gain to the average citizen. They are confident this will work because they keep higher education away from the average American. What the average American does not realize is that for each dollar in tax cut they loose two or more dollars worth of government provided service (health care, infrastructure, police, fire, etc) while at the same time the wealthy citizens (the ones the Republicans cater to) get a two dollar or more cut (because they allegedly pay more) but they loose no services. As a result, I am in favor of significant spending limits on all government office campaigns.

I also would like to propose that any citizen should be able to run for President. There should be no $250.00 registration fee or deadline for signing up. All that should be necessary is to acquire the needed votes to win. I do not believe anyone should be forced to vote in any election along party lines. In every election, Primary or not, each person should vote for the candidate they feel can best do the job. 

(*1) – Capitalism prevents revolution – As people in a country become dissatisfied they get together and voice their dissatisfaction but they will not act until a leader becomes part of their ranks and motivates them to act. Capitalism prevents the leaders from ever joining the ranks of the dissatisfied by offering anyone with the ability to lead a revolution with the more rewarding opportunity to lead their own company, and in so doing making them one of the satisfied.
Section 1 - Domestic Policy

In this section I will concentrate on the issues that effect how we live in the United States. The Chapters are not really presented in any specific order. Several of the topics mentioned are interrelated so it might be necessary to hold your opinion until you finish the book. 

Chapter 1 - Health Care 

Health Care belongs in the hands of those whose primary motivation is to help others, not those who only get into the field because it will make them wealthy. There is a fundamental conflict of interest when one person makes money while helping another person. Capitalism addresses this by imposing an “At arms length” rule on every transaction. What this means is that either party in the deal can walk away from the deal if they don’t like it. But can you walk away from a deal if doing so means you die or will suffer a grave injury? I do not think so. As a result health care can never really work as a capitalistic venture, because it will always be skewed in favor of the service provider allowing them to charge ever-increasing fees.

Since I began my professional career I have experienced several years where I had no Medical insurance whatsoever. Over half of the time I was in College I had no medical insurance. And even when I had coverage it was not really protection it was an HMO. If a bad enough ailment had hit me during one of these periods in my life I might not even be alive right now. Guaranteed health care is not a luxury, it is the only responsible course of action a responsible society can take to protect their citizens. 

I am in favor of a National Health Care system that guarantees every citizen full medical coverage. Why do we not have one already ? It is clearly the right thing to do. That is simple. Lobbyist for the AMA, hospitals and drug companies spend lots of money to keep it from happening. The reasoning is quite clear. With a Federal health care system they all make less money. This is an example of the downside of Capitalism. You do not want your recovery from an illness to be evaluated based on cost effectiveness. What this means is that HMO’s are NOT acceptable excuses for medical care. Rather than try and address the symptom (cut costs by giving sub standard service – the HMO way), I am in favor of addressing the cause. Let’s give scholarships to people to be Doctor’s who are not in it for the money. Let’s support drug companies that specialize in finding ways to make their product available to the public at reasonable costs. Let’s examine why the AMA has outlawed low cost procedures on allergies and cancer and if we find that these procedures have been banned in the US because it would not be cost effective to the AMA’s constituency (i.e. allergies and cancer are perpetual ailments if they were to be cured the patients would not return and the cycle of income to the doctor’s and drug companies would stop) then we need to take action to fix the problem. 

I personally have been exposed to this phenomenon in receiving medical care. I lived with allergies from birth until I was in my early twenties. Each doctor had said there is nothing you can do but take drugs to manage the problem. In my early twenties I found a doctor in Anaheim California that said he could cure the allergies. I was skeptical. I spoke with my HMO doctor at the time and he thought it was a scam (which was the response from most mainstream doctors I talked to during that time). During a particularly bad episode of hay fever, I decided what the hell, I would give it a try. Within 3 weeks all my allergies (milk, chocolate, animal dander, pollen, eggs … and the list goes on) went away. For the next 10 years I lived without any allergies and without any drugs or treatment of any kind. We moved about 10 years later, which introduced me to new pollens, and we got new animals so I needed a booster. When I tried to locate my doctor again, I found the AMA had put him out of business. Now I go to Tijuana Mexico to a well respected doctor with an office that is walking distance from the border, to get any boosters I need.

A side effect of this program would be the elimination of the need for a medical portion of automobile insurance. I am not in favor of automobile insurance because it is just a form of programmed inflation. If everyone is covered for medical care by the federal government then the need for medical insurance in other areas will be eliminated. There is another chapter in this section on insurance.

An additional advantage to removing the profit motivation from working in medicine is the minimization of legal costs from the medical industry. Take the profit potential out of the industry and they are no longer a target for deep pocket law suits.

Chapter 2 - Crime 

What is crime ? Almost all crime falls into one of five categories each of which has a known proven solution. 

Crime Category 1 – Meta Crime

Meta Crimes are not actually crimes, they are examples of where one group of people seek to impose their values or beliefs on another group of people. Many people do not see these activities as crime and as such do not adhere to the laws concerning these activities. Ultimately, all laws concerning meta crime will be eliminated. However since they exist now the following discussion is on this category of crime.

The success or failure of the crime management system in the United States is not dependant on being soft or tough on crime. The primary issue with the system as it currently stands is that it does not fit the society in which it operates. In order to explain this I am going to coin a term and explain it. The term is “meta-crime”. Meta-crime is a crime that by law is illegal but according to the beliefs of a large portion of the population (25% or more) it should not be illegal. An easy example of this is prostitution. The idea of making prostitution illegal is only slightly different than getting the entire country in shape by making over-eating illegal. 

The problem with a crime system that allows meta-crime to exist (and the United States does in a big way) is that a large portion of the population is at odds with itself on whether or not to aide the law enforcement process. Practically all safe havens for criminals are dependant on having meta-crime. In other words without meta-crime you are either law abiding or a criminal, with meta-crime you can fall into either of the aforementioned two categories or you can be one of the many that are somewhere in the middle (abide by some laws and break others).

One of the largest areas of meta-crime in the US legal system is in the area of crime commonly referred to as VICE. The way I propose to address these actions is not to make them illegal, but rather to legalize them, tax them heavily and put processes in place to make them as safe as possible. Lets look at some examples:

· Drug Use – It has already been proven that the war on drugs is nothing more than a marketing campaign to cover up an utter failure on managing dangerous drug use in the United States. If these drugs were to be legalized, the cost to provide them to customers in the US would drop substantially. This would allow a significant tax to be placed on the drugs. This tax in turn could be used to fund educational programs and medical rehabilitation programs to help mitigate the motivations that lead to drug abuse, not to mention the extra funding that could go into other programs. In addition testing and quality control could be put in place to make sure people know what they are getting, what the dangers are and what a safe dose is. It does have side effects. Drug deals involving gunplay when the drug deal goes bad would be eliminated. The funding for many of the handguns that are now on the streets would be eliminated. And because the meta-crime element has been removed it will be easier to keep the drugs out of the hands of children.

· Prostitution – The oldest profession is going to happen and it does not matter if it is legal or not. It is in fact irresponsible for a society to make prostitution illegal because it increases the likelihood of rape. By making prostitution legal and taxing it heavily you once again get the financial clout to address problems associated with the action. This would allow testing of participants and promotion and education on safe sex. Legalization of prostitution would also eliminate the need for Pimps and even more importantly it would eliminate almost all motivation for Rape. Let’s face it there are 5 ways men can address their sexual urges: 1) abstinence – and this will not work for many and may result in undesired side effects. 2) By establishing a consensual relationship with a partner – and there are many men out there who cannot do this well. 3) Masturbation – which may not offer the level of satisfaction desired. 4) Prostitution – which gives every man a way to address their desire as long as it is not illegal, and last but not least 5) Rape – We do not want to have rape in the default position. (i.e. can’t get sex any other way).

There are a number of other examples of meta-crime for example having to do with highway speed limits. All of these need to be eliminated in order for the legal system to work. There would be additional cost savings in not having a number of people in prison as well as not needing VICE law enforcement.

Solution: Legalize, regulate and tax all Vice crimes. Use the sizable tax revenues to promote awareness and rehabilitation programs.
Crime Category 2 – Social Structure Crimes
Social structure crimes occur when one group of people find themselves on the low end of an uneven social playing field. When society shirks it’s responsibility to provide equal access to decent housing, education, medical care and other necessities for all of their citizens and allows a class system to form, social structure crimes are inevitable. 
It has been shown that if everyone has the same opportunity to advance their social status that they will play by the rules of society (many Norwegian countries already use this concept –see statistics on www.nationmaster.com). Likewise, when people are born into an environment where they are clearly at a disadvantage and it is obvious that there is an upper class with no interest whatsoever in helping them, it becomes easy for them to find justification in leveling the playing field outside the rules of society.

It is the responsibility of a society to insure that all their citizens have equal access to not only the basic necessities of life but to the resources that allow a citizen to improve themselves and become a contributing member of society. When a society fails to do this, the society bears as much fault (if not more) as the perpetrators of the crime by helping to create the environment that allows this type of crime to exist. 
Furthermore many efforts to treat the symptoms of this type of crime are counterproductive. Hiring more police by increasing the taxes of lower and middle class citizens only increases the number of citizens on the low end of the playing field, thus creating more Social Structure Crime.

This concept is actually very easy to illustrate, imagine that you have a family, a spouse and a few children. You have lost your job and can not seen to get another job. You have tried for a year and have depleted your savings. Next week you will run out of money. The following week you family will have no food to eat and no place to live. If you are in this situation, will you commit a crime to feed your family?

Social Structure Crime (which represents the majority of all crimes) is entirely preventable. All it takes is to have the community step up to the plate and take responsibility for the welfare of not just themselves but everyone in the community.

Solution: Of all the crime types this one is the most difficult to solve, because the solution requires a fundamental shift in how our society is use to working. The whole “Greed is Good” mentality has to be eliminated from the collective social consciousness. The main tool would be to hold businesses (primarily large businesses) accountable for the welfare of the society they operate in. i.e Profit may only be taken from a community which has met it’s needs to all of it’s citizens.
Crime Category 3 – Mental Instability Crimes
Mental Instability crimes occur when people who have psychological problems that cause them to exhibit behavior that is detrimental to society are left to fend for themselves. In many cases this type of psychological problem causes the person to not have the skills to manage everyday life and as a result they find themselves on the street.
Once again this is the result of a society that shirks it’s responsibility to insure the less fortunate of it’s members are taken care of. Most if not all of the people who fall into this category can be given fulfilling roles where they can contribute to society. 
Solution: Universal Medical Care to all citizens regardless of their income or what they do. Implement a program where the society cares for those who cannot care for themselves.
Crime Category 4 – Emulation of Capitalists Crimes
This category includes most of the white collar crimes. On a day to day basis successful Capitalist earn profits at the expense of society. Wal-Mart, Microsoft and Exxon are just a few good examples of big corporations raking in millions at the expense of the societies they operate in. 

With this in mind it is easy to see why someone (even an educated person) might justify the same type of “steal from the poor to make myself rich” activity. After all we do not penalize the big corporations for this activity, we give them awards and put there names in lights. It is the capitalist structure itself that reinforces this type of behavior.
Like the other 3 categories this type of crime is almost completely solvable. If a society wants to eliminate the positive enforcement of people emulating the less than ethical practices of big businesses, all the society has to do is properly penalize the big businesses for their anti-social behavior. Make an example of a large business by finding them guilty of let’s say anti-trust laws and take the punitive damages which should be equal to their profits and sink the money into social programs.

Solution: Change the perception that it is ok for a business to exist for the sole purpose of earning profit. Force businesses to change their primary goal to “Improve the community in which we operate and to only take profits after the communities needs are met”.

Crime Category 5 – Crimes of Passion
Crimes of passion is a social manifestation that dates back to the concept that people are owned. The key to this type of crime is to address the perception that marriage is a transfer of ownership of a person.
Solution: Eliminate the concept of marriage and replace it with a social union. The mostly religious concept of marriage is no longer appropriate for contemporary society and is the basis for discrimination. The “Until death do you part” wording in the ceremony is indicative of the “Transfer of ownership” problem.
Chapter 3 - Education 

The only way a nation can improve itself is to educate its citizens. Education is not just for the rich or just for the extremely intelligent, it is for everyone. It is in our best interest as a country to educate each and every citizen to the limit of their potential. No citizen should ever have need to say “I planned to go to college but I can not afford it”. 

Education should not be part of a class system where the children of wealthy individuals get a better education that the children of the poor or middle class. As a result I am against the voucher system that takes money away from public education and gives it to private organizations. The logical conclusion to this sort of program is the eventual bankruptcy of the public education system and a society where only the rich get basic education. 

Education should not be a tool for special interest groups. Education must be maintained in a fashion that offers a wide degree of public scrutiny. There is too much temptation for some educational organizations to use their private status to spread their own beliefs (while revealing no alternatives to those beliefs) to children before the children are old enough to make a rational choice. In other words religion (even my religion) has no place in an educational institution. 

With this in mind, I am in favor of a National program that insures that all citizens of the United States are guaranteed an equal basic education through the 12th grade (High School), and that any citizen who wants to go to college and exhibits the motivation to follow through with this desire will be able to go to college to obtain whatever degree(s) they so desire. 

When it comes to providing education from kindergarten to through High School it is essential that we make some realizations. We want the system to be equally fair to everyone, however, everyone will not be equally prepared for learning. 

We must understand this and have a system that recognizes it. Some children will enter the system with the intent of learning. This may be a direct result of parental involvement or may reflect a mature attitude on the part of the student. On the other hand some students will enter who have no intention of using the resource that has been provided to them to better themselves. These students may also be the result of parental influence or a lack of maturity on the part of the student. 

We must have a system that recognizes these different potentials in students. The system should separate the motivated students from the unmotivated students to allow the motivated students to excel commensurate with their potential, while at the same time offering services to the unmotivated student that will both address their challenges and optimize their potential for success in the program. 

This may require thinking out of the box and using techniques that have never been used before. For example: High school students who spend time disrupting class, could be suspended or expelled to a work program that helps them understand the need for a good education. 

Chapter 4 – The Economy and The National Debt 

We now know that tax cuts during a period of Trillion dollar budget deficits don’t go together. So if there was anyone out there other than the President who thought it could work you can feel certain that it has been proven not to work. It is really too bad because if it had worked we could have all tried for a payment cut on our credit debt. But if you are one of us who has been saying the tax cut plan made no sense from the get go, your right. Irresponsible financial management is not something we want to embrace.

The economy is a form of machine. It has been running long enough and has been studied extensively enough to infer several rules from the way it works. The Republicans would have you believe that the economy does not need any government participation, it can just run on it’s own and maintain it’s own equilibrium. This is simply not correct for two reasons 1) Power corrupts and unregulated pure power corrupts absolutely and 2) The government’s participation in the economic machine acts as a catalyst for growth in the private sector. I will explain each of these in more detail.

Power Corrupts – We have seen case after case where people in positions of power in the economy have taken advantage of this power for their own personal gain. The argument that regulation hurts the economy is a ridiculous argument, without some form of regulation (and in most cases more than we currently have) we would be left with monopolies (Microsoft) and companies that have cooked the books so the corporate officers can pocket not just the profits but most of the assets for themselves (Enron). 

Government Participation in the Economy – The best way to describe this is to use an analogy. One of the most powerful basic concepts in electricity was the Transistor. The Transistor has three contacts a collector, a emitter and a base. By using a small current on the base you can control a large current running from the collector to the emitter. Hence a small change in base current can have drastic effects on the current flowing through the collector – emitter portion of the transistor. Now just replace “Transistor” with “The Economy”, replace “Government participation” with “The Base” and “Private Sector Investment” with “The Collector” and “Private Sector Business Growth” with “The Emitter”, and you have the analogy. The economy cannot function independent of government participation. In fact the government participation is what controls the economic fuel valve. Unfortunately it is not quite as simple, too much regulation will also cause the capital investment flow to subside. Hence a delicate balance is required. During the Clinton administration we saw very good control over the economy. The government control mechanism was in good hands and the economy flourished. When baby Bush took over we almost immediately saw that there was no one at the controls and the economy took a nose dive. 

The National Debt is not something that the leadership of the country should use as a guestimate on what they should spend. A National Debt is bad, it means that the leadership of the country is not in control of the finances for the country. Having a huge budget deficit is only one indication that bad things are happening. If the leadership of the country is racking up lots of debt they are probably putting other things in hock as well, like your social security and your medical benefits.

Let’s put it this way, If someone comes to you and tells you the best way to pay off your $100,000 in credit card debt is to get another card and max it out with a cash advance to make the minimum payments on your existing cards, would you believe them? Well then how can you believe someone that tries to sell you a tax cut when the National debt is being measured in the Trillions? Yes, taxes are not the greatest part of being part of a civilization, however, if the taxes are used to effectively provide you with services you need then they are not bad. What is bad is when a gaggle of capitalist (most likely Republican) attempt to use your conditioned reflex towards taxes to grant themselves a big tax break while leaving you with a net Zero benefit or worst.

I am in favor of maintaining a budget that does not use a National Debt to make it balance. I think we should actually have a National Savings program with the budget surplus to help guarantee things like Social Security and Health Care. I also believe in the current method of using interest rates to control inflation and recession and the manner in which Alan Greenspan has managed it over the last 2 decades.

Chapter 5 - Equal Rights

I believe equal rights means everyone. I have seen many cases where this is not the case in this country. The main group on the leading edge of this effort right now is the LGBT  (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgendered) community. The numbers of cases right now that exist show that equal rights have not yet been achieved in this country. One of the fundamental rights which I believe falls under “The pursuit of happiness” is the ability to get married and have that union recognized as it applies to insurance, support, medical care, dependants, etc. I believe that any two people should be able to get married and their union would carry the same weight as any other two people. 

Another area where I would like to see change is in the designation of a minor. I have known 12-year-old people who were more mature that some 30+-year-old people I know now. I do not agree with the arbitrary designation of 18 or 21 as the magic time when a minor becomes an adult. There are certain actions that allow a mature minor to be recognized as an adult and I would like to enhance those actions. In general any minor should be able to take an “Emancipation Exam” and if they can pass it they can be classified as an adult. In addition there should be some automatic triggers in place. The main one being “If you are old enough to die for your country, you are old enough to have the rights of an adult”, hence military service emancipates a minor.

I also believe many areas where equal rights have been sought for years still have a long way to go. I still see instances of discrimination against ethnic minorities and women. I have intentionally not mentioned religion here. I do believe in freedom of religion, however the sad fact is that organized religion is behind most of the discrimination we still have to deal with in society today. The entire religion issues is much bigger and that is why I speak to it in it’s own section.

Recently I have also been thinking about the concept of a Meta Citizen. Our culture supports the efforts of profit seekers who intentionally will use people from other countries to do jobs in the United States in order to pay them less money. Since our culture supports this (either by insufficient funding for immigration law enforcement or the lack of willingness between American citizens to reach an agreement on doing the work) these foreign citizens have become part of our economy and hence part citizens (based on the Estoppel concept). I believe that the problem should be a significant contributor to the solution, hence, when a member of an industry is found guilty of participating in this type of action, the perpetrator and the industry should be liable for providing meta-citizen support to the people they bring into the country. This would include standard employee benefits like medical care and retroactive fair pay. This seems logically just since unless you are an American Indian your line immigrated to this country too. 

Another area of the citizenry that I have a concern with is the economic lower class component of society. Just about every municipality not only has lower class citizens but their economy depends on the availability of lower class citizens. Yet in most municipalities lower class citizens can neither purchase (or rent) a place to stay or afford to park a car. This is a contradiction that is the responsibility of the municipality to resolve. If all people are created equal then all people should have the right to live the same distance from work or pay the same percentage of their income for transportation to and from work. 

Chapter 6 - Religion 
First let me say I am in favor of freedom of religion, all religions. However, this does not equate in my eyes to - the freedom to choose between Christianity and other. Christianity is not the only religion in the world. Religion is fundamentally good. It allows a person to grasp or explain that which they cannot fully understand. For some people this is a requirement for their well-being. But when a religion begins to hide that which can be explained from their parishioners, can that religion really continue to be categorized as a religion? or is it a cult? I do not see cults as a form of religion and as such they should not be given the protected status of a religion. In my mind there is a clear division between the two. If a group approaches their followers and says "This is what we believe, this is what others believe, it is up to you to choose to become a member of our group", that is a religion. If a group uses deception, coercion, takes advantage of a members lack of education or hides their agenda from the potential member, that group is a cult.

I am also very much in favor of the separation of church and state, which in my eyes means a religion should have no say in government affairs. Members of a church can have both a religion and a vote in how the government is run. But as soon as the church begins to rally its flock to a political goal it stops being a religion and becomes a political action committee. Political Action Committees need to pay taxes just like every other organization that is in business to advance their own agenda.

As long as the religion in question focuses on their local congregations and their local community (in providing services to the needy) then there is no problem, I would see this as a legitimate religious practice and it should have all of its tax free benefits. However, once an organization working under the guise of a religion performs an act that identifies it as a political action organization, it should no longer have any of the benefits associated with religious organizations. Some of these acts would include: Backing or endorsing a candidate for political office at any level of government, The leader of the organization becoming a political candidate, Publicly disapproving or approving of a political issue (right to choose to have a child, the rights of a minority like LGBT community), Engaging in a capitalistic venture (purchasing real estate beyond that of the place of worship, building a theme park, going on the road to milk patrons in other communities, having a TV show that asks for donations). As you can see this would separate quite a few so called religions organizations with their tax- free status and other benefits reserved for real religious organizations. In fact if it could be proven that a organization functioned as a Political Action Committee but was disguised as a Religion for a number of years before coming out and saying (or committing an act which classified them as) “we are a Political Action Organization” then the rescission of tax free benefits should be retroactive to the date of inception of the organization.

Understand, I think anyone should be able to do all the things I mentioned in the paragraph above. But they need to choose are they a religion or are they a political action committee. It is truly disgusting to hear about a “Religious leader” who roams the countryside in a limo taking donations from people who can’t afford running water. As president I would work hard to eliminate this sort of abuse.

After reading this you may think that I am against religion. I assure you this is not the case. What I am against is the way religion has been used as a means to an end for a number of so called religious leaders. I do not believe these people have any religious convictions whatsoever. I believe they are using the power of religion for their own personal gain, and this despises me. I also do not want to group all religious organizations in the same bucket, which is why I have gone out of my way to delineate the difference. Some religious organizations are good assets to the community, others are not.

Just to give an example of what I mean about some organizations. Where I now live there is a church that posted the message “Nuke 'Em till they glow and shoot them in the dark” on their main 20 foot neon sign along a main highway. While I can see many people having this feeling about some Middle Eastern organizations, it is not a message a church should be displaying. It is promoting genocide, not something I would think most religions would promote. And since this particular church is Baptist, I know enough about the faith to know support of genocide is not in their holy book. But you have to wonder what message is being sent to their congregation. I know what message is being sent to others passing this sign: “Home of some Psycho Cult”.

One other point, I am aware of no religion that openly supports the killing of other human beings. Yet in the history of this planet, more people have been killed in the name of religion than for any other reason. Whole armies wrap themselves in the veil of religion to somehow justify killing another group of people (who usually have a different religion). This is completely wrong and any leader who tries to use this as justification should be called on this erroneous use of religion. 

Chapter 7 - The Right to Choose 

The religious right in this country has mounted a crusade to try and convince the public that it would be immoral to choose not to have a child once the child has been conceived. Yet the same group of people has been responsible for the inhumane treatment of children. There are essentially 3 issues rolled into one here and all must be evaluated on equal ground.

· First – The safety of the mother. Above all other concerns is the most important factor if the mothers safety is in question then the choice not to have the child is a sound logical option. If you think about it this is even consistent with the Religious Right’s position, (we are saving the potential children the mother may have in the future).

· The second issue is the ability to eliminate a pregnancy created by rape. If you read my chapter on crime, my proposals go a long way to achieving these ends. But even with the changes I suggest the potential remains that this could happen. If it does the decision not to have the child is a sound logical option.

· Third is the life the child will have should the child be born. If the child is to be born an orphaned then one has to wonder about the decision to have the child. There are already many orphans living in the world today in sub-standard conditions with many more dieing each day. 

Every child deserves the right to a life where they will be cared for educated and taught how to be a good member of society. I am in favor of a women’s right to choose if she should have a child. I do not think this choice should be made lightly but the choice does reside with the child’s mother.

The only real way I can see changing this opinion is if 4 things were to happen:

1. Medical Science reaches the point where the mother's safety can be guaranteed.

2. Pregnancy through rape has been completely eliminated

3. All the children world wide have homes with families that are able to care for them

4. Families are trained on how to raise children to the point where child abuse is a thing of the past.

Based on this I support the Roe v. Wade decision. And I would be against any effort to overturn this decision or to minimize it's protections. I would be in favor of enhancing the Row v. Wade protections.

A few other items need to be mentioned here. Who are the people backing the so called “Right to Life” movement? Many of the key leaders are Male. Why is this? The Male psyche has a basic instinct to spread their seed. The right of the mother to control the spread of their seed threatens this basic male instinct. But quite frankly we have reached a level of civilization where we will let the males of the world know if we want their seed spread in us.

Another issue is violent crime aimed against clinics that provide services to women like the termination of a pregnancy. This is just violent crime, it should be treated as any other violent crime. A person who kills a doctor at a women’s clinic is no different than a drive by killer who kills a rival gang member. Although, while all life is sacred, the case could be made that the Doctor constituted a more significant loss to the community than the gang member, hence making the killing of the Doctor a worse crime to society. I believe the full extent of the law should be used against people who would perpetrate these crimes.

Chapter 8 - The Military LGBT Policy 

It is my belief that any citizen who is physically fit for duty should be able to serve in the US armed forces without fear of any reprisals for any differences they may have from the other soldiers. While “Don’t ask don't tell” may have been a small step in the right direction it is time we took a much larger step. I believe the current policy for acceptance into the US military should be a completely open policy. Furthermore, any activity that takes place on a military base which could be construed to be discriminatory (I.e., against standing policy) would be subject to the full effect of the military or civilian law for that activity, whichever is more punitive. 

It is time that the people of the United States realize that there is quite a tradition of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgendered people who have served and are now serving in the US Armed Forces. Not to recognize their contribution or in the current case their past contribution is a disservice to these soldiers. 

What is involved here is a basic principle on how this country was created. The concept that all people are created equal with full knowledge that no two people are exactly alike indicates that we believe the best way to create and maintain a society is to treasure the diversity of the societies members. Treating LGBT members of the military different goes against this concept. If we start going down the “All people are created equal ..except” road, where will we stop ? 

Chapter 9 - The Space Program 

In this area my opinion has recently been altered a bit. My family has been a part of the Space Program since the 60’s. I worked on the first 2 Space Shuttle launches and many of the test flights of the Enterprise preceding those launches. I believe the Space program is important and the future of the country depends on it. 

Having said that I must admit I agree with the argument that NASA is to the space program what the Air Force is to aviation. While I believe NASA needs continued funding for both the Space Station (The one that was initially designed not the Yugo version they have been forced by budget to scale down to) and new vehicles that are not based on 20 year old technology, I also believe that we need to have more concentration in the commercial aspect of space travel the portion of the space program that is like the airlines are in aviation. Until businesses get involved in space activities and a way is found to make a profit there we will continue to move forward in space at a snails pace. We need to step up to the plate and make space rides and/or vacations, zero G manufacturing, and perhaps even mining a reality in space. 

What I am proposing is not twice as expensive as what we have now. The commercial side needs to be primed with some government money but it can grow with it’s own funding (it already is now). And the NASA funding I propose just needs a bit more structure in the way the contracts are designed, proposed and controlled. I worked for a number of years in Project Management of Government contracts, and if the right type of reporting is built into the contract $100,000 toilets simply don’t happen. 

We will eventually out grow this planet. For us to ignore this inevitability just because it will not happen in our lifetime is reckless and places an ever-increasing burden on our posterity.

Chapter 10 - Censorship 

If you have listened to the radio or watched TV lately you have noticed that all the movies on network TV stations are beginning to look like bad Japanese Godzilla movies with “acceptable” words being dubbed in for the words deemed by someone to be inappropriate. Censorship is bad and only leads to more censorship and eventually acts like book burning. I believe in the immediate repeal of all forms of censorship. This includes record labels, CD labels, TV ratings and Movie ratings. Essentially anything that allows those who would choose for us to develop marketing techniques to exclude materials that have been marked “Unacceptable”. 

I do recognize a parents right to have a "heads up" on the content of a show or purchased product prior to their children receiving it. But I believe this can be accomplished in a way that does not effect the marketability of the item in question. 

Words are not bad. They may be expressive and some people may think they are vulgar, however everyone in this country has the right to express themselves in the way they see fit. The more the government try’s to control how we speak the more weight the controlled words will have. I see no reason why Eminem’s “Without Me” CD cannot be played in it’s entirety on the radio.

In light of recent events (February 2004) this issue has become even more important. The response to the recent Super Bowl half time show was simply ridiculous! An the recent zero tolerance directive for radio stations is equally ridiculous. All people have a choice, if it offends you TURN IT OFF, don't try to keep other people from it. Guess what, most of them are not offended. 

What really bothers me about this issue is the way the Organized Christian religion has been able to impose their standards of “acceptability” on every one else. It is one thing for people who voluntarily associate them selves with a group to abide by the standards of that group (and in this case I do not believe many of the people who are Christians would agree with the censorship that is now taking place). However, it quite another situation to have one group of people impose their beliefs on another group(s) of people.

Chapter 11 - The Electoral College 

Abolish it. What can I say. The Citizens of the United States deserve the right to elect their President by popular vote and resolve non majority issues with a run off vote. Right now we can’t even comment if some third world country stages an election just to make it look like the dictator that wins was elected by a democratic process. In this country a significant majority of the citizens voted against the person who took the office of President in 2000. Another candidate received the majority of the votes. However a small group of people (relative to the size of the population) used a process not familiar to the average US citizens to put a person in office that did not reflect the popular vote of the people. 

Simply put what is easier? To coerce or bribe a small group of people or the entire population of the United States. Why take the chance? The Electoral College is a big component of voter apathy and serve no valid function. 

I believe we should eliminate the Electoral College. There is too much opportunity for a small group of people to control the election process through the Electoral College and without a broad base of understanding in how it works, and a broad based involvement from more of the citizens of the country, it is too dangerous to have around. 

At this time the combination of the electoral college and the absence of a run-off vote are preventing new more representative parties from growing. Many of the citizens in the United States no longer align their views with the Republican or Democratic parties. However, many of us do continue to vote Democratic just to keep the Republicans out of office. We should not have to vote based on the lesser of two evils. I am confident that should a run-off election be set up, that we would see several new parties getting large percentages of the popular vote.

Chapter 12 - The Homeless 

If there are homeless in your city your city is falling short in it’s responsibilities. There is no gray area here, it is the responsibility of a civilized community to take care of those who are less fortunate. Many are quick to point to the shortcomings of these individuals (the symptoms), but are reluctant to research the situations leading to their shortcomings (The cause). For example “They are unemployable because they have no education” – well why do they have no education. “They are mentally unstable” – Why do we have mentally unstable people on the streets? There really is no good excuse for not providing shelter to the homeless.

Another key issue here are the people who wind up as part of the homeless as the result of an economic downturn or as the result of a discriminatory climate within a community. Once in a homeless situation it becomes much more difficult to get out. No stable address, no phone number, no ability to get dressed nice for an interview.

I am in favor of making shelters for all homeless people. These shelters should provide a stable apartment for these people. Basic utilities, a common phone, etc. This is part of a successful crime prevention program. Make these people less vulnerable as victims and remove their motivation for being perpetrators. 

Chapter 13 – Runoff Elections 

As it stands right now no third party can mount a successful campaign for the white house and many of the Senatorial positions. I do not really believe in the Democratic dogma, but I vote Democratic, why? The answer is simple, I vote to keep Republicans out of office. I am not the only person who does this. In fact I know many people who doe this. I believe that if a runoff election program was put in place we would see significant portions of the voting public supporting parties other than the Democrats or the Republicans. With a runoff every citizen can feel free to vote for the candidate that they feel best represents them, because they know if their candidate does not get enough votes to win they can still vote to keep the really bad politicians out in the runoff election.

If we really want a country where the citizens elect their leaders we must implement a runoff election for all elected officials. If we want to fight voter apathy, and get non-voters participating in the election process, we must implement a runoff election system.

Chapter 14 – Mandatory Insurance 

Insurance is fundamentally institutionalized inflation. Some insurance is appropriate, other insurance is not only inappropriate but it is damaging to the economy and even to the safety of some individuals. Have you ever been in a car and questioned the drivers reckless driving only to get the response “I’m not worried – It’s insured”? I have.  If you wreck cars at a frequency that requires you to have insurance just to keep up with the wrecks, you should not be driving.

Insurance is the motivation for a variety of criminal activities. Arson or theft to collect on the insurance. Murder to collect on the insurance policy of the victim. Or just diffusion of responsibility (if something bad happens it won’t happen to me it will happen to the insurance company, so I don’t have to worry about preventing it.)  

Medical Insurance is one of the worst problems in our society. In many cases it provides inadequate care and In every case the insurance company looks for a reason why they contractually don’t have to pay. This is why we need a National Health Care program. 

So what insurance is bad? Any insurance that promotes diffusion of responsibility is bad. If there is a threat, and the person purchasing the insurance is in the best position to prevent or mitigate the threat, than that person should remain at risk. Passing the buck to a third party only reduces the motivation for the threat to be avoided. While at the same time funding a Billion dollar industry that produces no goods or real services. More specifically, auto insurance should not only not be mandatory, it should be illegal.

Chapter 15 – The Legal Issues of Driving 

Driving is a dangerous activity. When you drive the question is not if you will be in some form of accident it is when. If you are not willing to accept the risks of driving you should not drive. 

In a two party accident, it takes two people to make the accident happen. The current method that law enforcement uses to determine which person is at fault is woefully inadequate, as evidenced by the surprising number of people staging traffic accidents to collect on the insurance.

I do not believe there should be any recourse for a simple traffic accident (If wreckless driving is involved beyond a shadow of a doubt then there is the potential for some legal action). Both drivers involved accepted the risk of driving by getting in their car and pulling out of the driveway. The medical issue is handled by my views on a national health care program, which would provide medical care for the drivers and passengers of both vehicles. As far as damage to the vehicle goes, each driver would be responsible for the repairs to their own car. If they take the money they have not been paying to insurance and invest it, then they have money for the repair. If they did not invest it they can repair the car on credit and pay it off (essentially the same as a 1 shot insurance program). If they are already paying off credit from a previous accident, then it is time for the driver to consider a new form of mobility (a bus or a taxi).

Think of the advantages this program would bring. Significant reduction in court cases. The elimination of the motivation for several forms of vehicle insurance fraud. The elimination of the need for several forms of insurance. Increased caution on the part of drivers who know that two wrecks in a row makes them a bus patron and the elimination of the law enforcement drama for a simple accident.

Chapter 16 – The U.S. Criminal Rehabilitation System 

Our current system for rehabilitating criminals is a complete failure. Our prisons are essentially College Campuses where the inmates earn degrees in crime. It is time for a change. We know what does not work, it is time to try something that does work.

There are several ideas I have on this topic. First of all is not putting people in jail for meta-crimes in the first place. Second, do not mix the prison population, we do not need them cross-training each other. Thief’s go to thief prison, pre-meditated murderers go to PMP prison, kidnappers go to kidnapper prison, even if that prison is several states away. Third: Each prison is designed to rehabilitate a particular behavior, hence psychological methods will be used to effect this change. If something does not work then we try something else, in the mean time they are not being trained in another crime. Fourth: Prison should not be a nice place to live, The high deserts of California, Nevada and Arizona are better prison spots than Coos Bay (In the Redwoods), San Quinten (On the San Francisco Bay) or any other temperate climate. 

Chapter 17 – The Role of a Jury 

When our country was established a number of very important well though out mechanisms were put in place to insure the injustices which occurred on a regular basis in Europe did not occur here. One of these was the concept of a jury of ones peers.

It is quite unfortunate that in recent times we have completely bastardized the spirit of the jury system. The concept of having a jury of ones peers is to provide the judging entity with an appreciation for the defendants environment. Hence the Jury cannot be a random group of middle to upper class suburb dwellers whos presence at work for a week or two will not be noticed. In addition having the prosecuting attorney questioning and eliminating anyone who might sympathize with the defendant practically insures that no defendant will ever get the “Jury of their peers” as intended by the creators of the legal system. But this is not the end of this tragedy. The judge, who is suppose to be completely impartial (a servant to the jury) can sit up on her/his alter and instruct the jury that some evidence should be ignored. This is just wrong.

The reason the jury is there is to normalize the proceedings. The administrative components of the process (the Judge, Prosecutor, etc) are protected from the real world by their status in the community. They are incapable of understanding the situation the defendant was in when the crime was committed. The jury allows the process to adjust for time, some things that were considered taboo or bad gain acceptance with time, for example the rights of individuals to vote, get married, receive death benefits etc. It also allows the process to adjust for a sociological root cause for the crime. For example, if a person steals food for his/her family, is this a crime of the individual or a shortcoming of the society the individual lives in. I personally believe this is a problem with the society, when you drive someone to the base instincts of survival you should expect them to take desperate measures, and if your community has even one homeless person you are partially responsible. It is the jury that normalizes this situation. If there are others on the jury who are experiencing the same problems, they can help the jury understand why this might have happened.

The primary point of the legal system should not be to punish the perpetrators, it should be to determine the cause of a crime and prevent it from happening again. Punishing or rehabilitating the perpetrator should be a by product of the process.

Chapter 18 – Homeland Security 

We do not need a special para military unit designed to perform witch hunts at the whim of the administration while violating the rights of the citizens in this country. Bush does not have to be allowed to do everything that Hitler did.

Development of an organization for fatherland homeland security can only result in the loss of freedom in this country. We have an organization that does this which has been developed in a way that preserves our freedom and rights, it is called the FBI. Let us learn from history and not walk down the same road as Hitler in the administration of our Government. This is just another form a separatist politics which leads to further misunderstandings internationally as well as an erosion of Human Rights domestically.

Chapter 19 – Voter Apathy 

We have ??? Billion people in the United States that are eligible to register and vote for elected officials. Why is it that less than 30% of them vote ? Right now a small minority of the citizens of the United States elects our leaders. This is wrong and defeats the purpose of a free and open election process. We need to get the government out of the hands of the minority (which no longer follows the moral or social compass of the majority) and cater to the majority of the American citizenry.

Both the Republican and Democratic parties start each election by positioning themselves to win the majority of the votes from the <30% of voting Americans. They completely miss the point that the other >70% don’t agree with what either of these parties are working to create. 

One concept that comes into play here is the concept of the America Dream. Is the American dream alive or has it already died. Can the average American own their own home? Will the average American have health care or the chance for a higher education? Once the answers to these questions becomes “no” the American dream lives no more.

Section 2 - Foreign Policy

In this section I will discuss a number of ideas which center around how the United States interacts with the rest of the world. It is clear that in this day and age we cannot ignore foreign relations. In fact the way other countries view us has a direct effect on how we live our lives here in the United States.

Chapter 1 – The United Nations 

First let me begin by saying I was appalled at the 9-11 event at the world trade center. Ideally we would like to live in a world where this sort of thing simply does not happen. Having said that, would my response have been to launch a preemptive first strike against two other counties with no evidence whatsoever that they were involved? Absolutely not. It is not the job of the United States to single handedly impose their set of values on the rest of the planet. While President Clinton was in office we moved closer to a worldwide civilization through greater use of the United Nations. During that time the average citizen could feel the people of the planet getting more in tune with each other. After Clinton’s term in office we seemed to have lost all that we had gained in the earlier years.

I think it is essential that we back the United Nations as the authority in world politics. I also believe that in all actions where US forces might be used on foreign soil that we only operate in support of the United Nations. We need to start thinking and working like one country in a world of many countries.

One other issue is important here. When Clinton was president I could sleep peacefully at night with him being in charge of the football (The case that allows the President to authorize a nuclear strike). I know that if something were to happen he would exhaust all other options before even considering the football. As thing are now I would not be surprised if the football has been redesigned to resemble an old west handgun that is kept under a pillow at night. This is ridiculous, the fate of the world should not rest in the hands of a single person and considering who that person is right now it is downright scary.

There is one other item that needs to be made clear here. While I believe the action to launch a first strike against another country without the support of the United Nations was wrong, this does not mean I do not support the US Military. It is there job to carry out their mission and they have done so admirably. The poor judgment of our nations leaders does not spill over into my opinion on how the armed forces have performed. 

I would like to conclude this topic with a question to you. Ask yourself how you feel when someone you know is the recipient of a “cheap shot”. Your feelings toward the situation depend on the response. If the recipient shrugs off the cheap shot does not respond with an eye for an eye, usually you will gain a respect for that person. But if that person responds in kind you don’t have the same respect for them. Why would this not hold true on a National level as well.

Chapter 2 – Foreign Aide
 As it is not the responsibility of the US to police the world it is also not the responsibility of the US to single handedly provide aide to all the nations of the world. Once again it is my opinion that this is a job for the United Nations and the United States should participate proportionately. 

While we can recognize that having a world where all the nations are stable because their people are not poverty stricken is a favorable condition, we also need to realize that the United States cannot be solely responsible for creating these conditions. We also need to recognize that contributions from neighboring nations organized by the United Nations, is far more likely to have favorable results. Everyone does not have the same sense of values as the United States.

Now to this point I have been referring to humanitarian aide (food, education and medical supplies). I do not consider arms to be foreign aide. If  any arms are to change hands it should be done by the United Nations after a careful and deliberate assessment of the possible repercussions. In fact I would prefer that if the presence of arms is needed in a region they should be in the hands of UN soldiers.

Our planet is not past the age where it makes sense to arm less developed nations just so they will owe us a favor. We need to concentrate on getting their standard of living to a place where they are not starving or living in harsh conditions. The United States cannot do this. We do not have the needed insight to their culture, but the United Nations does.

Chapter 3 – Controlling Foreign Drug Production
 After reading the ideas on crime mentioned in the section of this book on domestic issues you know that this is no longer an issue. All effort being spent in the failing effort to control the only revenue producing industry in many counties can be saved. Drugs from foreign countries becomes a commodity like any other and as a bonus there is no reason for drug cartels to exist, since the government can now support the production of the drug. 

The financial benefit from this is substantial both in the country growing the substance (who no longer requires foreign aide) to our country where the taxes and savings from the elimination of police vice departments fund significant medical and educational efforts to actually fix the problem of substance addiction.

The only possible side effect will be the elimination of a market which the CIA has used in the past to fund activities for which they could not get legitimate funding for. The whole sell drugs to purchase arms program will be eliminated. I personally do not see this as a bad thing.

Chapter 4 – The International Space Program
We are no longer in an environment where a space race makes sense. It is time to combine forces and make some significant advances in space. We have not been back to the moon since the 1960’s that is pathetic. We are using 1980 technology in the Space Shuttle’s that is pathetic. It is time we worked with other nations to advance space exploration. 

There are both practical and commercial justifications for expanded Space Exploration. If you look at a time lapse sequence of the earth and population growth, it is not hard to extrapolate to a point where there is no longer any room for growth. Will it happen in your life time? No. But this does not mean you should ignore it. We will eventually need to establish colonies on other planets. This requires a considerable amount of ground work which we are not doing. Leaving everything to our posterity with and ever dwindling amount of time to accomplish it is not the act of a responsible society.

But we can go further than just practical reasons and speak directly to the capitalists out there. Potential market opportunities abound in space. Mining might not only increase stocks of key metals but may result in a new metal being discovered, One that conducts electricity more efficiently or is less penetrable at a lower weight. Manufacturing is another potential big profit area in space. Zero G Manufacturing has been talked about and even tested in the International Space Station. These are but a few examples

After considering these possibilities you have to favor an increased funding for the space program and working with other nations to develop a space station and a permanent presence on the moon.

Chapter 5 – International Covert Operations 

While I do not believe it is the United States job to police the planet, I do recognize the advanced position the United States holds in technology. In addition we must also somehow address those who would undermine the efforts of the United Nations through deception. For these reasons I favor a well established program of covert operations in other countries. In most cases I would expect the operatives involved in this effort to be engaged in information acquisition, passing intelligence back to the United States where it can be evaluated and if necessary acted upon. 

As far as who should be able to see this information, I believe that the leaders of any trusted nation (who are members of the United Nations) as well as the UN Security Council should get access to this information. In almost every case, I believe that it is the duty of the UN to act on the intelligence gathered. It is too dangerous for a single country or a single leader for that matter to be the sole evaluator of this type of information. It is too easy for them to read into the information what they want to see just to be able to justify an otherwise criminal or at least morally reprehensible act. For example, ambiguously interpreting intelligence that makes it look like weapons of mass destruction are being built to justify a first strike on a sovereign nation.

It is my belief that an event like 9-11 cannot happen with an effective covert operations program in place. If a rogue dictator exists in a country somewhere, a US covert operations operative should be in his inner circle. 

